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Upanishads and apply it to everyday life. Its gospel is
the old gospel of knowledge, but applied to a life of
action. Therefore in form as well as subject-matter the
Gita follows the ancient tradition, and at the same time it
is a wonderful extension of that tradition.
Now in this dialogue we should clearly understand
the position of Arjuna to whom the teaching is addressed.
Arjuna is the hero of the Epic. He is the chosen
instrument of divine justice. To him is assigned the most
important role in the great war. He has long been
consecrated to this task. His whole life has been a prepara-
tion for it. And now when the critical moment comes
he falters. He is swayed by personal feelings and hesitates
to obey the stern call of duty. He fails to become
the instrument of divine justice because the consequences
are painful to him. He is convinced that his cause is
righteous. He knows that his brother Dharmaraja is the
very embodiment of righteousness, while the enemy
Duryodhana is the very embodiment of wickedness, and
that it is his duty as a Kshatriya prince to overthrow evil
which has been so long and so shamelessly triumphant in
the land. He has accordingly come to the battlefield with1
the intention of fighting, and has led thither a host of
allied armies. The hopes of all men are centred in him
and his well-known prowess. And he also knows that
he has by his side Isvara Himself in human form to "guide
and direct him, and therefore he is bound to succeed. In
spite of all this, he is carried away by a weak sentimental-
ity because many persons near and dear to him will have
to be killed inevitably in the discharge of his duty. His
position is similar to that of a judge who hesitates to
pronounce the sentence of death on a relative of his who
has been proved in his court to be guilty of murder.